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up. Mainz for China.While our gentle friends at the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children have been busy scanning every mall in America to find a lot
of other lost and scared children, the DHS has been diligently scanning the nation's doctors for young people suffering from poor eyesight. As of this writing, the
federal government is screening 23,800 doctors' offices, asking the adults there to report those 18 and under who are "likely" to have vision problems. It's not
clear whether the scary young people turned up thus far will ever see again. We don't know whether the health-care-reform requirement that all people's medical
records be kept in the government's hands comes with a mandate that the government monitor what doctors, dentists and other medical professionals write in
their prescriptions. But you can be sure that the government's on the lookout. While this is the first time the government has been on the lookout for very young
children in need of urgent medical treatment, it's not the first time the government has cracked down on those who are too young for adult criminal records.
Shortly after the 1996 birth of my daughter, the government forced my local school district to alter its student-conduct policy to allow a student expelled for
hitting a teacher with a hammer a pass to attend that teacher's English class. Did the child-attack fit the description of the crime? No. However, the government
had seen a CNN report about a child who was arrested for hitting a teacher with a hammer. In a little over a month, that same government had removed from my
child a record of criminal behavior--not once, not twice, but three times -- the FBI's version of a secret dossier, and changed one school district's policy.
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